
Proposed Rules for 2018 
Democratic State Convention  
 
I. Addressing the Convention  
 
Only properly and duly credentialed delegates will be 
permitted to speak or vote at the Convention.  
 
II. Authority of Rules  
 
To the extent such rules conflict with one another, the 
course and conduct of the Convention shall be governed 
by the following rules in descending order of authority: 
the adopted Rules of the Convention, the Constitution of 
the NH Democratic State Party, and Robert’s Rules of 
Order.  
 
III. Adopting the Platform  
 
A. Voting  

 
1. The adoption of the Platform shall be by 

ballot.  
2. Voting shall begin no later than 9:30 AM 

and close at 11:30 AM of the day of the 
Convention.  

3. Each credentialed delegate will receive a 
Platform Ballot in their delegate packet, to 
be distributed to said delegate at registration 
the morning of the convention.  

4. Each delegate will also receive a printed 
copy of the proposed platform and all duly 
filed amendments.  

5. Only ballots that are deposited into the 
designated ballot box by a duly and properly 
credentialed delegate after the voting 
delegate’s name has been checked off the 
official roll of credentialed delegates shall 
count.  
 

B. Counting the Votes 
 

1. Ballots will be counted starting at 11:35 AM 
in a visible location.  

2. The Rules Committee Chair shall moderate 
the counting of votes, or shall appoint 
another member of the Rules Committee to 
do the same.  

3. If the ballot indicates a vote to accept the 
proposed platform without amendment, no 
other votes for or against any amendment to 
the proposed platform shall be counted on 
that ballot.  

4. Each member of the Rules Committee will 
participate in the vote counting process. 

5. The Co-Chairs of the Platform Committee, 
or their designees, may serve as official 
observers for the counting of the votes. 

6. The Prime (meaning the first named 
individual) sponsor of any amendment, or 
his/her designee, may serve as an official 
observer of the counting of the votes. 

7. Any official observer of the counting of the 
votes may challenge the counting of any 
vote by raising the issue with the State 
Chair, or next ranking officer, at the time of 
the counting of the votes. Such challenger 
must request that a vote be deemed: (a) 
spoiled; (b) ineligible; (c) for the platform or 
a particular amendment thereto. The State 
Chair, or next ranking officer, shall 
promptly issue a final ruling with respect to 
the challenge. 

 
C. Voting Threshold 

 
1. Each amendment must receive support of at 

least 66% of the duly and properly 
credentialed delegates present at the 
convention for passage.  

2. At least 50% plus 1 of the duly and properly 
credentialed delegates present at the 
Convention must vote in order for any 
resolution to be deemed passed. 
 

D. Ballot Design 
 

1. Each delegate will have the opportunity to 
vote on the platform as proposed by the 
Platform Committee and on each 
amendment separately.  

2. The design of the ballot shall be reasonably 
consistent with the form sample ballot 
attached hereto. 

E. Electioneering 
 

1. The Platform Committee and the supporters 
of any amendment on the ballot are 
permitted to distribute any printed material 
supporting their position at any time during 
the day of the convention.  

2. The Platform Committee and the supporters 
of any amendment on the ballot are 
permitted to obtain a table/booth free of 
charge.  

3. The Prime sponsor of the amendment, or 
his/her designees, shall have a total of three 
(3) minutes to present the amendment to the 
Convention before the Platform Committee 
makes its official statement.  



4. A Platform Committee member will read a 
statement, not to exceed one (1) minute in 
length, describing the position of the 
Committee on the amendment. If there was a 
dissent by a member of the committee, a 
Platform Committee member will read the 
dissent or allow the author of the dissent to 
read it. The dissenting opinion should not 
exceed one (1) minute in length.  

 
IV. Adoption of Resolutions  
 
A. Voting  

 
1. The adoption of Resolutions shall be by 

ballot.  
2. Voting shall begin no later than 9:30 AM 

and close at 11:30 AM of the day of the 
Convention.  

3. Each credentialed delegate will receive a 
Resolution Ballot in their delegate packet, to 
be distributed to said delegate at registration 
the morning of the convention.  

4. Each delegate will also receive printed 
copies of the proposed resolutions.  

5. Only ballots that are deposited into the 
designated ballot box by a duly and properly 
credentialed delegate after the voting 
delegate’s name has been checked off the 
official roll of credentialed delegates shall 
count.  
 

B. Counting the Votes  
 

1. Ballots will be counted starting at 11:35 AM 
in a visible location.  

2. The Rules Committee Chair shall moderate 
the counting of votes, or shall appoint 
another member of the Rules Committee to 
do the same.  

3. Each member of the Rules Committee will 
participate in the vote counting process.  

4. The Co-Chairs of the Resolutions 
Committee, or their designees, may serve as 
official observers for the counting of the 
votes.  

5. The Prime (meaning the first named 
individual) sponsor of any resolution, or 
his/her designee, may serve as an official 
observer of the counting of the votes.  

6. Any official observer of the counting of the 
votes may challenge the counting of any 
vote by raising the issue with the State 
Chair, or the next ranking officer, at the time 
of the counting of the votes. Such challenger 

must request that a vote be deemed: (a) 
spoiled; (b) ineligible; (c) for the resolution; 
or (d) against the resolution. The State Chair 
shall promptly issue a final ruling with 
respect to the challenge. 
  

C. Voting Threshold 
 

1. Each resolution must receive support of at 
least 50% plus 1 of the duly and properly 
credentialed delegates present at the 
convention for passage.  

2. At least 50% plus 1 of the duly and properly 
credentialed delegates present at the 
Convention must vote in order for any 
resolution to be deemed passed. 
 

D. Ballot Design  
 

1. Each delegate will have the opportunity to 
vote on each resolution as proposed by the 
Resolutions Committee separately, except 
for Memorial Resolutions which will be 
voted on as a group.  

2. The design of the ballot shall be reasonably 
consistent with the form sample ballot 
attached hereto. 
 

E. Electioneering  
 

1. The Resolutions Committee and the 
supporters of any amendment on the ballot 
are permitted to distribute any printed 
material supporting their position at any 
time during the day of the convention.  

2. The Resolutions Committee and the 
supporters of any amendment on the ballot 
are permitted to obtain a table/booth free of 
charge.  

3. The Prime sponsor of the resolution, or 
his/her designees, shall have a total of three 
(3) minutes to present the resolution to the 
Convention before the Resolutions 
Committee makes its official statement.  

4. A Resolutions Committee member will read 
a statement, not to exceed one (1) minute in 
length, describing the position of the 
Committee on the resolution. If there was a 
dissent by a member of the committee, a 
Resolutions Committee member will read 
the dissent or allow the author of the dissent 
to read it. The dissenting opinion should not 
exceed one (1) minute in length.  

 


