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Voting in the 2020 New Hampshire Primary 

 
If you are registered to vote, bringing a photo ID makes voting faster. 

You can register to vote on Primary Day. It makes it easier to do so if you bring proof of 
identity and age (photo ID), citizenship (passport), and domicile (a driver's license, a 
piece of mail, a lease).  If you can’t bring any of these documents, don’t worry! You can 
still sign a simple statement to register and vote on Election Day. Registering to vote 
does not necessarily mean you need to obtain a New Hampshire driver's 
license or register your car here if you also “claim residence in any other 
state for any purpose.” RSA 259:88 

If you have any trouble registering or have voting questions, call: 603-225-6899.  

Find your polling place at https://www.nhdp.org/vote. 
 

In order to register to vote in New Hampshire you must be: 

1.       18 years old 
2.       A US citizen 
3.       Domiciled in New Hampshire 

What is Domicile? 

“…is that one place where a person, more than any other place, has established a 
physical presence and manifests an intent to maintain a single continuous presence for 
domestic, social, and civil purposes relevant to participating in democratic self-
government. A person has the right to change domicile at any time, however a mere 
intention to change domicile in the future does not, of itself, terminate an established 
domicile before the person actually moves.” RSA 654:1, I 

Domicile is where you sleep more than any other place during the year. It’s where you 
keep most of your stuff. It’s where you tell the post office to deliver your mail. Just 
because you might move in the future (for summer vacation or after graduation), does 
not prevent you from voting here. 
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Can students over 18 be domiciled in New Hampshire? 

Yes. “A student of any institution of learning may lawfully claim domicile for voting 
purposes in the New Hampshire town or city in which he or she lives while attending 
such institution of learning if such student's claim of domicile otherwise meets the 
requirements of RSA 654:1, I.” RSA 654:1, I-a. 

Does registering to vote in New Hampshire mean voters have to register their car or 
get a New Hampshire driver's license? 

Not necessarily. While being domiciled in New Hampshire may mean you are generally 
considered a resident for some purposes, under the motor vehicle laws you are not a 
resident if you claim residency in another state for any other reason.  Therefore, simply 
because you registered to vote, you are not required to register your car or get a New 
Hampshire driver's license. RSA 259:88. 

What is the effect of the Republican voter suppression bill HB1264 on residency and 
domicile? 

A federal judge has determined that the relationship between voting and motor vehicle 
laws warrants a review by the NH Supreme Court. Among other reasons, this is because 
RSA 259:88 (see above) was not changed by HB 1264. Therefore, the assertion that a 
voter must register their car or get a driver's license after registering to vote is not 
supported by current law. The Secretary of State and Attorney General have authored 
misleading guidance on this point by completely ignoring the existence of RSA 259:88. 
A decision as to the correct interpretation of the law is forthcoming. We will update this 
guidance as needed. 

 

 


